MEN OF POWER
on to fulfilment of the tasks he had set himself. He
completed his Latin grammar, wrote a small text on a
method of teaching he had used in earlier days, issued
a tract on "True Religion, Heresy, Schism and Tolera-
tion," and published his History of Britain, from the
First Traditional Beginning to the Norman Conquest.
He also revised and edited his earlier poems. His last
work was a Treatise on Christian Doctrine in which
he closely examines the Bible, with unquestioning re-
liance upon its authority, and sets forth its doctrines as
he finds them and without reference to the creeds of
his own day. It is substantially an apologia for the
cause of Christian liberty to which he had devoted his
life.
Last Days.   He has put his house in order.   He has
concluded the work he had set out to do.   Our last pic-
ture of him is of a blind old man sitting serenely "in a
grey coarse doth coat at the door of his house in Bunhill
Fields, in warm sunny weather to enjoy the fresh air/1
Of those who pass him there, probably twenty are ready
to curse him for his anti-royalist books to every one who
is willing to praise him for his poetry.   But he is tran-
quil.   He knows the quality of that poetry and that it
will endure long after the passions of politics have sub-
sided  He has fought a good fight, he has kept the faith.
Late at night on November 8, 1674, he passed away so
quietly that those in the room with him did not know that
he had gone.  Four days later "all his learned and great
friends in London, not without a concourse of the vut
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